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BUSY BEAVERS BUILDING 
After a very productive fall season of 
building, our winter work crew of Ken, 
Len, and Ric just keep going, 
especially with one big project: A 
NEW POINTER BOAT.  Yes, we are 
building a Pointer, a Tamakwa first! 
The Pointer was primarily used by 
loggers years ago and is endemic to 
Algonquin Park. To our knowledge, 
Tamakwa is the only known user of 
these beautiful boats and we likely 
have the only one in production.  This 
project has been a dream of ours for 
a number of years and once Ken was 
ready to tackle this incredible new 
project, we were thrilled to give him 
the green light.  In addition to 
rebuilding the first camper cabin on 
Girls’ Hill, our work crew has also 
completed a new walkway and deck 
between the main camp area and 
Bayview/Archery, a new deck outside 
the Clay Studio for additional outdoor 
workspace, as well as a new look for 
the base of Boys’ Hill, complete with 
a walkway, seating area, and an 
incredible totem pole designed and 
produced by Ric.  We will have more 
updates soon. 
 
TAMAKWA ROAD SHOW 2009 
Our visits to Chicago and Los Angeles were fantastic.  It 
was amazing to see all those who came to visit with other 
Tamakwans in the area.  We would like to offer a very 
special thank you and How!How! to the Bernstein Family 
in Chicago and to the Spector Family in Los Angeles for 
graciously opening their homes for all of us.  In Los 
Angeles, the Golden Globe awards were taking place 
across the street later that day, but the real excitement 
was our jam-packed Tamakwa gathering of camper 
families.  We also had a handful of alumni on-hand to 
reminisce about their own “Golden” days. Details about 
our East Coast gathering are coming very soon… but it is 
tentatively planned for New York on Sunday, April 26th. 

WE STILL HAVE SPACES AROUND OUR CAMPFIRE, 
PLEASE HELP SPREAD THE WORD 
We are certainly gearing up for 
another amazing summer on South 
Tea Lake, but we do still have “select 
spaces around our campfire” in our 
August session as well as a few 
Trailblazer spaces in our July session.  
The economic realities are evident, 
including in the camping industry as 
many camps all around us are feeling 
the impact.  Now, more than ever, we 
continue to reach out to our returning 
camper families and our loyal camp 
alumni to help spread the word about 
the unique Algonquin Park experience 
Tamakwa can offer its campers.  With 
the economic events of the year, being 
at Tamakwa will be even more special 
than ever before as campers are busy 
enjoying activities, canoe trips, and 
special programs, while making 
lifelong friendships along the way. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
THE 2008 ECHO IS COMING 
The 2008 South Tea Echo is 
almost ready to be shared 
with everyone.  The first five 
editions are available online in 
the Archive section of our 
website. As part of our effort 
to try to reduce Tamakwa’s 
environmental impact, we will 
be emailing a link to the 2008 
South Tea Echo to all of our 
campers, staff, and alumni 
instead of printing 5,000 
copies. 
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2008 Cover 
Sneak Peek 

“Pointer-In-Production” 

THE ALL NEW TAMAKWA 
WEBSITE IS COMING, 
COMING, COMING !! 

(stay tuned for the official launch) 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREEN BOOK MANIA AND MORE 
We are in the early stages of the home stretch (if there 
even are early stages of a home stretch) towards the 
summer of 2009.  This means there is plenty of 
information to get to you and there are a few forms we will 
need you to complete.  In just a few weeks, all camper 
families will be receiving their Green Books.  Our famous 
“Green Book” includes answers to most, if not all, of your 
questions, information about travel and Visiting Day, a 
calendar of important summer dates, a list of what to 
bring and what NOT to bring to camp, as well as lots of 
other specifics.  Please don’t hesitate to call us with any 
further questions. 
 

 
STAFF STUFF 
As some of you know, Program Director Jon Franchi has 
recently moved to Toronto so he could begin working 
year-round for Tamakwa.  Jon has already been an 
incredbile resource for staff recruiting and we’re very 
excited to have him with us as he begins planning 
Tamakwa’s activities and programming for the upcoming 
summer.  Also, our 2009 Staff Chart is quickly filling up.  
We are proud to have so many returning staff and very 
excited to introduce our new staff to the Tamakwa family.  
We have been to job fairs and campuses around Ontario 
and still have trips to Thunder Bay and Peterborough in 
the very near future.  Returning Tamakwa staff can do 
some extra homework by helping us recruit great new 
applicants for 2009.  If you know anyone who would make 
a positive impact on Tamakwa this summer, please have 
them contact Craig right away at craig@tamakwa.com or 
by calling the Toronto office at 416-924-7433. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JESSE GOLD WOWS THE O.C.A. CONFERENCE 
Our very own 2009 senior boy 
Jesse Gold displayed his 
incredible talents in front of 
camp owners and directors 
from across the province at 
the Ontario Camps Assoc. 
annual Conference at Blue 
Mountain in late January.  He 
played piano at the reception 
for honorary lifetime members 
and then performed a song 
for the entire group of 
attendees during the final banquet.  The crowd loved him 
so much, he was asked to play later in the evening at the 
post banquet soiree.  But don’t worry, he was in his bed 
by the time Night Duty started. 
 
 
75th ANNIVERSARY IN 2010 
2010 is not just an Olympic year…  Camp Tamakwa will 
be celebrating its 75th Anniversary in 2010 and we are 
making a plan to include as many people as possible to 
celebrate.  We are likely going to have an event at camp 
after the summer season ends and possibly an event in 
Michigan in the fall of 2010.  Stay tuned for more 
information.  Make sure we have your updated email 
address and mailing address so we can inform you of all 
the details once they are finalized.  Information will also 
be available on www.tamakwa.com. 
 
 
THAT’S ALL FOR NOW 
We are working hard to make sure the summer of 2009 is 
jam-packed with great programs, wonderful staff, and a 
whole host of fantastic surprises for each of you.  We 
eagerly await arrival day when all of us, campers and 
staff, will be reunited again on the shores of South Tea. 
 
‘Til we meet again, 
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Vic Norris   Craig Perlmutter 
Senior Director   Camp Director 
 

THE “OFFICIAL” 2008 ONLINE 
SCRAPBOOK IS ALMOST READY…  

(stay tuned for the link very soon) 

Provide us with all the 
correct names of the 

faces behind the noses 
in photographs A-O by 
March 10, 2009 and 

you will be entered into 
a drawing for a NEW 
Tamakwa Sweatshirt.  

 
Email us at: 

noses@tamakwa.com 

A few of Libby & Ric’s winter pals 


